AMOGHASIDDHI / SAMAYATARA
(NORTH)
Gouache and collage on paper

63 x 43”

Amoghasiddhi, “unfailing accomplishment,” and his duplicate consort Samayatara,  “she who can extinguish jealousy and war,” are the heads of the Karma (action) family and sit in the northern position at midnight. Their color is green, their element air. Their hands are in the ashaya mudra of fearlessness. 

To the north of India are Tibet and the Himalayan mountains. At the base of the thrones of Amogasiddhi/Samayatara are the mythical creatures garudas, which are half-man, half-bird and symbolize human evolution. The garudas support the emblem of stable action, the visvavajra or double dorje.  

Amoghasiddhi/Samayatara transmute the “poison” of jealousy/greed into positive action that accomplishes all for the benefit of unliberated beings.  Their mantra is Om Amogasiddhi Ah.  

In my experience, there is nothing that removes one from equanimity faster than being jealous of what someone else has.  Being “green with envy,” thinking the “grass is greener somewhere else,” brings Amoghasiddhi/Samayatara to mind.  The transmutation they help accomplish is understanding the results of one’s actions, good and bad.  When one can clearly see the effects of what one causes, then one’s choices become more skillful and one becomes beneficial not only to oneself but also to others.

 – Joan Bredin-Price
