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Ratnasambhava, “jewel-born one,” and his duplicate consort Vajradatvishvari, “she who can extinguish pride,” are the heads of the Ratna (jewel) family and sit in the southern position at high noon.  Their color is yellow, their element earth. Their hands are in the varada mudra, the gesture of generosity, gift-bestowing compassion. 

To the south of India, Ceylonese royalty sat on a lion throne.  The lions here support the flaming jewel, representing the triple treasure of the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha.  (The wind horse is the other animal commonly associated with Ratnasambhava and Vajradatvishvari.)
Ratnasambhava/Vajradatvishvari transmute the “poison” of pride into the wisdom of equality.  Their mantra is Om Ratnasambhava Tram. 

As I understand it, pride traps one into a lie.  In truth we are totally interdependent with all of sentient life and thus cannot maintain a position of superiority or inferiority with those with whom one shares life.  Self-respect and gratitude for one’s life and generous acts are the antidotes to pride that are encouraged by Ratnasambhava/Vajradatvishvari.
 – Joan Bredin-Price
