VAIROCHANA / LOCHANA
(EAST)

Gouache and collage on paper

63 x 43”
Vairochana, “radiant one,” and his duplicate consort Lochana, “she who can extinguish ignorance,” are the heads of the Tathagata family and sit in the eastern position at sunrise.  Their color is white, their element water. Their hands are in the dharmachakra mudra, “turning the wheel of dharma,” the gesture of the teacher. 

To the east of India is China with its imperial dragon throne. The dragons here support the emblem of Vairochana/Lochana, the dharmacakra or wheel of the Buddha’s teachings.

Vairochana and Lochana transmute the poison of ignorance into “mirror-like” wisdom. Their mantra is Om Vairochana Om. 

In my understanding, the “poison” of ignorance is that one can not see the whole picture at any time, especially if one is in an emotional storm of some kind. “Mirror-like” wisdom is achieved by cultivating calm and dispassion in oneself so that one can be like an unruffled lake.  Only when one reaches that state can one have a more accurate experience of events that more fully includes one’s own role.  
 – Joan Bredin-Price
